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Disordered Behavior of Delinquent Juveniles placed in
North Saudi Arabia's Observation Houses and it's

Relation to broken families

By
Khalid Ben Abdeullah Al-Rowaishd

Supervisor

Prof. Dr. Khawla Yahya

This study aimed to recognize the dimensions of disturbed behavior
among juveniles placed in observation houses in north of Saudi Arabia, and
relationship of their disturbed behavior to broken family’s.

The researcher developed a questionare, includes 27 items to
recognize family’s dysfunction. Another questionare developed to
recognize disturbed behavior included four dimensions: - first dimension:
aggression -18 items, second dimension: theft — 10 segments, third
dimension: anxiety — 20 items, & fourth dimension: delinquency -20 items.

The study group represented by the study’s sample which consisted
of all juveniles placed in the social observation houses in north of Saudi
Arabia 82 juveniles (Al-jowf 53, Hae’l 17, & Tabouk 26).

The weight (3), choice: sometimes - of five point scale: always,
often, sometimes, seldom, never - was considered to be the average of

study’s members. Based on so, the following conclusions were reached:
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Average of theft, 3.917, was the highest of all dimensions among juveniles.

Average of aggression was 3.449, average of anxiety was 3.029, & average

of delinquency was 1,906.

Study’s results showed that there is a relationship between disturbed

behavior and family’s dysfunction.

Results of One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) for the family’s

dysfunction showed:

Juvenile living with parents or father was less anxious than juveniles
living with mother. Furthermore, average of family’s dysfunction for
juveniles living with the mother or non-parents was less than the
juveniles living with parents.

Family’s dysfunction of juveniles whose fathers married to one or
two wives was higher than individuals married to three or more
wives. Multiple marriage of juvenile’s Father did not show any
effect on disturbed behavior’s dimensions of the juveniles.

Juveniles with fathers present at home have a higher rate of family
dysfunction than fathers not in attendance of their homes due to
travel, death, or illness.

Juveniles with fathers present at home are more likely to commit
theft than juveniles whose fathers miss out on home due to work.
Anxiety of juveniles whose parents do not miss out their homes is
higher than juveniles whose fathers not in attendance of their homes

due to death.
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